98391710 80ZIOH 2yl WOIJ SMIN

“This year, notwithstanding the general economic difficulties in Israel, we are pleased to have
witnessed a substantial growth in the number of students enrolled in the various programs
affiliated with the Herzog College, for a total of nearly 1,600 students," according to Dr.
Shmuel Wygoda, Director of the Herzog College.

Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for Women

The Herzog College is proud to announce the accreditation of the Stella K. Abraham Beit
Midrash for Women at Migdal Oz The accreditation, granted by the Ministry of Education,
allows women at the Beit Midrash to enroll in a four-year program of intensive study of
Jewish sources along with pedagogic training, culminating in a Bachelor of Education degree.

Study at the Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash includes rigorous courses in Talmud, Tanach,
Jewish Philosophy, Halacha and Jewish History. An advanced group of women is taught by
Rosh Yeshiva Harav Aharon Lichtenstein. There are currently | 19 women in the Beit Midrash
for Women, including 17 from the United States who are fully integrated with their Israeli
counterparts. Esti Rosenberg, Director of the Beit Midrash, recently returned from a trip
to the United States where she met and interviewed potential students for next year.

Summer Study Days in Tanach

Over 2,000 participants from throughout the country, as well as Jewish educators from
Europe and North America, attended the annual summer Study Days in Tanach held at the
Herzog College on June 21-24.The program offered a choice of 120 shiurim covering all
24 books of Tanach and related pedagogic topics, delivered by top Herzog College lecturers,
as well as a choice of || Tanach-based tiyulim. The cable network “Techelet” filmed 15 of
the classes which were screened on their “Beit Midrash” Program.

Tanach Study Days in the U.S.

"Imitation is the greatest form of flattery" goes the old adage and it was certainly true this
past June in Teaneck, NJ. Taking the model of the annual Study Days in Tanach of the Herzog
College, Rabbi Nati Helfgot '8 |, Ram at Yeshivat Chovevei Torah Rabbinical School, coordinated
a similar program, sponsored by Yeshivat Chovevei Torah and held at the Maayanot Yeshiva
High School Campus in Teaneck, NJ on June 25-26. Prominent Yeshivat Har Etzion and
Herzog College faculty, including Rav Yoel Bin-Nun, Rav Menachem Leibtag, as well as other
outstanding teachers of Tanach from both the U.S. and Israel, delivered over 55 shiurim
during the course of the two days. Close to 270 people, including many educators from
throughout the country, participated in this unique event, to be held on an annual basis.

"Responses and feedback to the program have been overwhelming and reflect the strong
desire for serious and sophisticated Tanach learning in the spirit and with the methodologies
that have come to be associated with the Yeshiva and Herzog College in the last two
decades," stated Rabbi Helfgot.

Barbara Freedman, Limudei Kodesh Coordinator in the elementary school and teacher in
the elementary and high schools of the Hebrew Academy of Montreal, (mother of Har
Etzion alumnus, Avidan ‘'97-'98,'01 PC) writes:

"The Study Days in Tanach at the Herzog College were an outstanding educational and spiritual
experience. It was a zechut to be able to study Tanach with some of the top rabbeim and
women scholars of our times. The opportunity to be surrounded by students of all ages and
from many different places, all united in the pursuit of limud Torah was an extraordinary spiritual
experience. It was "me'ein olam haba". | had heard about the Study Days a number of years
ago, and always dreamed of being able to attend them. Last year, Baruch Hashem, | was in Israel
at the right time to participate. | also had the privilege of attending the study program at
ChoveveiTorah in Teaneck. The Study Days have enriched my own learning and my teaching
abilities. | was also energized and renewed in my love of learning and teaching Torah."

Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash forVWomen in Migdal Oz

Shiur with Rav Yoel Bin-Nun in the Alon Shevut
synagogue
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A tent was set up on the Yeshiva campus to accomodate
the unprecedented number of participants
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n contrast with the tradibon od

Christian aoiobiograghy. which

wends s oway  from
Augusting's Canfersions through
Canlinal Mewman's Apologia Pro
Vit Swa 1w O X wia's
Surprised I oy, lewish history is
relatively devoid of religions
memair-making. In o new book o
which he has given ihe
Whitmanesgue Litle Leaves of
Faith, Babld Aharon Lichiensiein,
wo-rah yeshiva of Yeshdvar Har
Etzdon sance 1971, §s no gxceplion
1 the pale, His book (o be fol-
lvwed shortly by a second wal-
ame) is mot an account of his life,
but a colbsctbon of essays, some
appearing Cow the sl tinwe, om the
atybes, goals, challempes, and
exemplare of raditional Jewish
l=2ming. Yt it is best read as a
deeply — if indirectly - personal
offertng; a memowr of a subiler
kand.

The mun reveabsd im ity pagss 8
nol only coe of the ablest proci-
teisers of Torah smudy and, fartu-
narely for us, among its most flu-
ent expasitors, ket also one of iis
sl sipnmie lovers. To begin
with, Lichiensizin loves Torah in
its pars: ardl ideal stabe, unfetlened
fram halachic decision-making.
and he delivers here a delenss of
the intenssly absfracl “Hrsker
style of learming — a conoepiual
approsch that conploys 1is analyti-
cal caiegories and distinctions in
resolve apparent comtradictions

“Torah thai is perceived as
grounided upon ratonsl r.riru::ip]-:s
amel marked by consistency and
coheremes,” Lichtensiein  wriles,
“i5 oobler than one thal is a poal-
ey af practical direchives.”

But Lichtenstein loves these
practical lsws no less. and even
londes. £ thein for the very defing-
2ol of Jewishness: “the Jew is,
[irst amd foremost, a semomoned
being, charged with a mission...
#nd directed by moles.”

That ke smdy of bsalacha 15 po
metely dseorencal s Lkewise of
utmesl theelogical significance
sines, a9 e explains, 1§ “consti-
runes an encounter with s magis-
terfally commmnding Giver."

The battle of Torah

I fallows thsat Tosah stedy — s
is oo of Lechienstein™s pervasive
themes  —  should  really  be
an'eapertential as well as inbellee-
fual" encoumter.

And the expericece, be repons,
can be thrilling, In his descoption
af what i is 10 be imemersed in
“the dialectic thrusi and parmy™ of
Thlmrmud, for instance, it 15 Impossi-
ble mot o s=nse a lifelong enthrall-
ment: YOn every dof [page af
Talmud], one feels the freshness of
virgin barih, the amgular edge af
rough terran plowed and yet
l.m%:-wud. the beck of meandening
ﬁ:: chared and e umcharted..

n oo segya [talmudic pas-
sage] B 00 gAin pecess 1o a world
in ferment. It is o erder o palssting
beal midrash, stodded with live
F::-La.gmisls... famd] 1o be charged

v ofbe Snn und Drang o mil-
hamtah shel Torah [the barthe of
Tarah].™

A lurge part of the Talmuod's
lovelmess, then, lies precisely in
the invigorating, messy tunmoil
thai mitends all forms of barile.
Lichienstein ses in the argumenis
of the Talmmd's Abaye and Eava a
place where “the excilememt of
comfrontalion lakes prece-
dence  dver

lhe lscidity of expositon, dis-
course over conclusion, debate
over resalulion” — a vast ierrain of
“possibility and comjecture,"

T ather kimds of com 'E?g:ﬁ
untidiness are central 1o this
— amd 1o the author's life, The first
involvz he wneasy relabonship
berween Torah sdy and secular,
Western knowledge. Mol surpris-
ingly. Lichiensiein, who camed
mabbinic ordinstion from Yeshiva
University amd a PhX m fiberas
ture from Harvard, harbors a pro-
foumd love ol both, and advocates
a synthesas ol the bwo.

the omé hamd, e cosiders

Toeah “the bogical groundwosk of
all truth, D= prisciples . provide a
philosophic  framework  within
which all keowledge aitains meszn-
ing” He conzsiders “naive™ the
nostion that truth will emerge from
& [ree clash of 1dess, and 5o imsisls
that any ansal gamation mpr{:q I
hegin by recognizing Tomh “as
the supreme valee - in a sense, as
the only valoe.”

U the oiber hand, the apposie
maivedd must alsn be awai

*To deny that many felds have
been betler cultivated by non-
Jewish than by lewish writers 5 o
b slubtosnly and unnecessanly
chairiiaae. Thene 12 Ill:l1|'!|.ll'lg 1n
our meedieyal POEIry 10 n val
Cramte. and nothing In our
Interature 1o compare with Kant,
and we wonld do well fo admit it."

We should harvest thase fields
for their moral and  spiribual
insights, Lichtensiein thinks, just
a5 wee should enrich hem walh o
oam fertile influence.

The secomd more politically
combemliias  complication  anses
from the often uncomfoenahls
asaociation between Torah snsdy
and service in lsrael's army -

anther clish of sacred with sec-

ular. Here again. in an =ssay an

“The ldeotogy of Hesder,”
Lichiznstein develops a poweriul
case for o synthesis, embodied in
his oamn wveshiva, between these
two cimpeting demands, and by
exiension between the sctive amd
contensplative life.

'I‘hc-Ufh he corsiders army serv-
ice “alien 10 the j<deal lewish
vigiom,” amd wormes that it could

cause "the dulling of maoal s reli-
e sepwitivity,” e has oo doubd
that “the defense of lsmel 5 an eth-
lcal mnd halaché imperative.” The
resulting comprons: - a five-year
program that allows sihedents bath
10 serve and fo sudy - represents,
for Lichienstein, “our collective
anomaly; 8 mation  with ol
stresiched pafm and mabled fist,
siriving for peace and yel training
for war.”'

Leaves af Fach ends. mone o
less, with on eloguent evocation
and appreciation of one more
abgect of Lichtensiein™s emduring
achration: the lale Rsbhi Joseph
B. Soloveuchak, his fatber-in-law
amd wntor (though this & oo
weak & word) - a masierhal
tencher angd bellant Tolmudist
who “wopderfully combinesd the
drive for truth and 1he responsibal-
ity 1o i, and whe persoaified “the
fusiion of imagimatien and preci-
slon, of ewrgzed sweep aml mg-
orous discipling ™ ?

'|'|'II:IIJE;|'I il maght be cliche i Ay
it, & repder af this impersonal per-
somnnl baok in which ibe sothor's
immense power and resiraing so
merigumgly wie with ome mother
O every page canid help being
alruck by how apdly these words f)
Lichtemsiein himself

In the end, each of the lowes
Aharon Lichienstein displays in
these essays = of Torah (pristinefy
coherend and wibranily chaotic
bath), of Westem lilerbane (he s
fomd of citing Matthew Armold’s
s admoniiem o sk “the
bszat thar has heen thought and said
im the waorld”), of Esraei, and of his

ar fencher - is bemiifial and
mbling 1o bediokil

Which brangs us Back o Walr
Whitmszn, 1 his Leaves of (Frgay,
the poel writes somelhang ihat is
tnee af any hook writien from the
hieart, including this one

This ix o Book,

Wha toucher hix, iowchier g moe,

Je dn F veun froadef et e il ey

I sperineg frome the MIBET (o E,lrwr
.

The writer, who stugied m
Yertivay Har Erzion .I"\'-'_' et yary,
iy essisfany edifor of Commegiary,




